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Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, BEcCauss YE HAVE 
SPOKEN VANITY AND SEEN LIES, THEREFORE BE- 
HOLD I AM AGAINST YOU, ſaith the Lord Ged : 

BECAUSE WITH LIES YE HAVE MADE THE HEART 
OF THE RIGHTEOUS SAD, WHOM I HAVE NOT MADE 
SAD; AND STRENGTHENED THE HANDS OF THE 
WICKED, THAT HE SHOULD NOT RETURN FROM HIS 
WICKED WAY, BY PROMISING HIM LIFE. 
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My I beloved in Chriſt Jeſus ! 


NK ND in ſincerity of heart do 
1 A I thus affectionately addreſs 

| V's you. ,—Ye are truly 92 my 
ENTE * beloved in Chriſt Jeſus,” 
however religious opinions may ſeem to 
have ſet us at a lance, the one from 


the other, 


For ſurely never ſhall aught of dif- 
« ference in religious matters” make me to 
forget, that ye are my Fellow-Citizens, 


my Fellow-Chriſtians, partakers oſ the 


A 2 fame 


& FR 


ſame bleſſings—heirs of the ſames hopes 


and, with all, Men ſuch as I am, frail, 
weak, liable to paſſions, liable to error, 
to whoſe miſtakes forbearance ſhould be 
ſhewn, and whoſe infirmities require to 
be treated with a gentle hand. 


Never ſhall I ceaſe to rometnber, that I 
am bound to you by the ſtrongeſt ties, ſet 
to watch over you, charged with the care 
of thoſe very Souls of yours, which are of 
higheſt price in the fight of the Bleſſed 
Redeemer of the World, and of which, 
ſhould any of them be loſt through my 


negligence, accompt will aſſuredly be de- 


manded of me. 


And never therefore, if I can promiſe 
any thing for myſelf, never ſhall I ceaſe 
to love you with tendereſt affection, to 


cheriſh your real intereſts, to adviſe, to 


invite, to win you over to us, by every kind 
of friendly aid and humane office ; and, if 
I cannot perſuade you into paths of more 
N at leaſt to warn you from the 


dangerous 


C5) 
dangerous precipices, that lie along the 
road, in which ye are unhappily hold- 
ing on. | 


Do not miſapprehend me. Think not, 
that I mean, that in the Popiſh Church 
ſalvation is not to be found. Far be it 
from me, ever to harbour an opinion 
ſo inconſiſtent with Chriſtian Charity! 
Doubtleſs, even in your Church, hazar- 
dous as I think the ways of it, when men 
walk in them with hearts honeſt and un- 
ſuſpecting, fully perſuaded, that its Opi- 
nions and Practices have ſufficient war- 
rant from Heaven—and eſpecially, when 
through want of abilities, or want 
of means, they are ſhut out from bet- 
ter lights—or by the artifice of their 
pretended Inſtructors are taught to think 
the worſt of all perſons, who ſeek to in- 
form them more faithfully—in all theſe 
caſes, however I may pity, God forbid 1 
ſhould condemn, thoſe miſtaken men, 
who with a zeal, worthy-of the beſt cauſe, 
cheerfully travel on under their heavy 

| burthen 


(6) 


burthen of Superſtitions and er Ob- 


ſervances. 

And even with regard to thoſe, who 
might. have known better, and of whom 
certainly many know better - with re- 


gard to thoſe, who from a ſpirit of party, 
ef obſtinacy, of pride, from a view to 
worldly intereſts, from a love of holding 


_ dominion over the conſciences of men, 
from a fear of being upbraided at Apoſ- 


tates from their former Faith, employ 
their wit and power in confirming the. 


People in their deluſions, and help on the 


Cauſe of Impoſture, ænowing it to be the 
Cauſe of Impoſture—even with regard to 
theſe, wicked and impious as they may 


juſtly be faid to be, far be it from me 


to ſet limits to the Divine Mercies, and 


to determine nt, which it belongs only 
to the Almighty to determine! 


Indeed, to ſpeak the truth of the greater 
number of you, ſurpriſing may it well be 


accounted, that in theſe kingdoms, where 
| ſo 
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ſo many Means of Inſtruction are open 
to you, and ſuch powerful Reaſons ſeem 
to call upon you to queſtion the Autho- 
rity, on which ye depend, this unhappy 
Superſtition ſhould be found to have fo 
faſt an Hold. 


In other Countries the Caſe may be 


different. There, the Laws of the State 


and the Practices of Popery are interwo- 


ven, the one through the other; and 


Princes, fond of abſolute Power, are 
earneſt in ſupporting a Belief, which, the 


moſt effectually of all others, prepares the 


Neck for the Yoke of Bondage. There 
alſo have they a deal of Shew and Parade 
to amuſe and captivate— Churches and 
Altars of finiſhed Workmanſhip--glitter- 
ing Ornaments—ſuperb Paintings—ex- 
quiſite Muſic—grand Procefſions--ſplen- 
did Feſtivals. And therefore, that there 
they ſhould till continue to be hood- 
winked, when, beſides, there is no 
friendly Hand to remove the Bandage 
from their Eyes, is hardly Matter f 


Wonder. | 
But 


68) 

But that here, where this ſtrange Pile 
ſtands forth to view, naked and unprop- 
ped that in this enlightened Land of 
Freedom, where ye have the Opportu- 
nity of ſeeing into all the foul Inſide 
of thoſe Superſtitions, which abroad have 
ſuch a dazzling Covering thrown over 
them, you ſhould {till court Deceit, and 


caſt from you the ſimple and rational 


Manner of Worſhip, which our Church 
offers to you, ſeems to be a Matter, for 
which it may be difficult to aflign a 
Cauſe. 


Is it, that Popery has ſome ſecret 
Charm ? and that caught by the ſeducing 
Bribes it holds out to you of Indulgences, 
of Abſolutions, ye are unwilling to leave 
a Religion, which flatters you with theſe 
fond Hopes of Salvation, on Terms fo 
eafily complied with, and which lay the 
favourite Paſſions of the human Heart 
under ſuch little Reſtraint ? 


Examine yourſelves, and ſpeak ho- 
neſtly—is it not This, that binds you ſo 


ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly to Popery and its Praftices ?— 
Many of you, even of the moſt zealous 
amongſt you, far from knowing on what 
foundation moſt of its Doctrines reſt, 
ſcarcely know, what theſe Doctrines are. 
Even the meaning of the words, by which 
it expreſſes ſeveral of its tenets, ye are 
utterly unacquainted with. Works of 
Supererogation Tranſubſtantiation — 
Unbloody Sacrifice — how few of you 
who know what is thereby implied? 


But you have been taught to believe 
that this Church has power to releaſe you, 
or not to releaſe you, from the Condem- 
nation, which, ye fear, your Sins have 
deſerved. And therefore, whatſoever ſhe 
enjoins you to believe, whatſozver ſhe 
commands you to obſerve, ye will, ye 


muſt, receive with the moſt ſubmiſſive 
obedience. | 


I lay it not to your charge. What 


man, under the like perſuaſion, but would 
alſo do the like? Where I once aſſured, 


B that 


(10) 
that any Earthly Being had power to blot 
out all my fins, or that even the ſmall- 
eſt addition might be made to my hap- 
pineſs in the Dwellings of Immortality, 
by the favour he was here enabled to 
diſpenſe unto me, could I attempt to | 
queſtion his words! could I forbear to 
behold him with reverence ! _ | 7 


* 


Are ye not, I appeal unto yourſelves, 
in this very caſe? From your earlieſt | 
years, have ye not been made to be- 
lieve, that the Office of the Prieſt, in 

. your laſt hours eſpecially, is of the ut- 

| moſt moment to your falvation ? that 
by his adminiſtration the ſouls of men 
obtain favour in the ſight of Gop ? 


Ve have ſeen a beloved parent, a 
fond huſband, a darling child, cloſe 
their eyes in death. Ye have been 
witneſſes of what the Prieſt has done for 
them, before their departure—receiving 
their Confeſſion — pronouncing their Ab- 
ſolution — adminiſtering unto them the 
Sacred 
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Sacred Wafer—anointing them—repeat- 
ing the Sign of the Croſs over various parts 


of their bodies—placing a Crucifix be- 


tween their joined hands—have ye not 
been taught that theſe things are pledges 
of their future happineſs ? that the Re- 
conciliation, which is thus wrought for 
them, is recorded above in the Book of 
life? - that the Fatherof Mercies is bound 
to ratify it? and had they died without 
Theſe, would you not have accounted 
their lot to be exceedingly deplorable? 


When ye yourſelves, likewiſe, have 
been caſt down in the bed of ſickneſe, 
and the apprehenſions of death have been 
heavy on you, have ye not had meſ- 
ſenger diſpatched after meſſenger, that 


the Prieſt might come, and by perfor- 


mances of the ſame nature ſecure your 
acceptance with the Almighty? and were 


ye not perſuaded, that his ſervices, on 


theſe intereſting occaſions, were of higheſt 
efficacy :? | 
B 2 I mind 


(12) 

I mind not what evaſive anſwers 
your Prieſts may artfully have recourſe 
to, when preſſed with hard queſtions 
by thoſe of other communions. I 
appeal unto yourſelves —Are ye not 
encouraged in theſe hopes: Are ye 
not inſtructed to have dependence on 
theſe ſervices ? 


Even with regard to the moſt enor- 
mous ſin ners, to thoſe, who have lived 
out their days in intemperance, and un- 
cleanneſs, and diſhoneſty, and violence, 
who never made reparation for any 
wrong, nor ſhewed compunction for any 
wicked deed; if, at the cloſe of life, 
theſe foul tranſgreſſors happen to be ear- 
neſt for the Rites of the Church — if 
they have the good fortune to procure 
the Prieſt s afttendance—if they ſeem to 
hang upon his words—if they run over 
their beads with apparent zeal — and call 
tervently -on the Virgin Mary, and St- 
Bridget, and St. Patrick, and the reſt of 
your Canonized Liſt—and if, by means 

of 
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of theſe ſpecious arts, they obtain their 
due proviſion of Abſolutions and Anoint- 
ings and eſpecially, if they are ſo happy 
as to be admitted to touch any ſacred 
Relick, the imaginary remains of ſome 
Saint, a ſhred of an old garment, a bone, 

a tooth perhaps, or beſt of all ſome 
mouldered ſcrap of wood, a portion, 
doubtleſs, of Holy Croſs - will ye not be 
apt to believe, that theſe feats have 
cleared off much of the black accompt 3 
and that what remaineth may eaſily be 
balanced afterwards, at the ſmall expence 
of ſome new maſles ? 


Now, ſhould it be, that theſe fair 
promiſes, with which ye thus ſuffer 
yourſelves to be amuſed, are all mere 
illuſions, neither founded in the decla- 
rations, of our bleſſed Lord, nor ſup. 


ported by the authority of the Father, 
of the firſt ages of Chriſtianity—ſhould 


it, uponcloſe examination, appear, that 
theſe powers claimed by . the Miniſters 
of Popery are altogether of human in- 

vention, 


WT (14) 

vention, the contrivances of ambitious 
ill-defigning men, who in order to eſta- 
bliſh a ſure empire to themſelves, have 
had the art of engaging in their intereſts 
our own paſſions and darling Appetites, 
and of availing themſelves even of the 
terrors of guilty conſciences ſhould 
this be found to be the caſe, and that 
they have cheated you of your money, 
of your reaſon, of all, that is moſt pre- 


cious to you, making traffic of your very 
Sours— what muſt ye think of them! 
what muſt ye think of yourſelves | 


_ « Qurſelves!——we have been miſled” 
ye will ſay e in the honeſty of our 
« hearts we have laid hold on this de- 
cc pendence, which the authority of 


« Thoſe, whom we have always been ac- 
« cuſtomed to have in reverence, induced 
« us to reſt upon. And have you not 
*« faid, that to the errors of men, it is to 
ebe hoped, indulgence will be ſhewn ? 
that the being miſtaken, when the 

«© miſtake 
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<< miſtake is not wilful, is a powerful 
*« plea for mercy before God?“ 


I deem the higheſt of the Mercies of 
our Heavenly Father. He certainly © will 
not gather where he has not ſtrawed.” 
And when we are indeed miſtaken, when 
we ſincerely and honeſtly act according 
to what is the real perſuaſion of our 
minds, however ill-grounded that per- 
ſuaſion, I have the firmeſt faith, that 
He will not W require it at our 


hands. 


But, as to the preſent point, is it 
poſſible ye ſhould ever be perſuaded, 
that the Prieſt has all this wonder-work- 
ing power he tells you of 


Look——every one of you into his 
own heart——and fay——is not this 
ſame heart of your's in league with him? 


and do not your own vicious inclina- 
tions, and ruling luſts, lead you to wiſh 
well to a Religion, fo complaiſant, ſo 

alluring, 


(16) 

alluring, where ye have this eaſy me- 
thod of ſetting all matters right at the 
laſt P— 


Beſides, every Superſtition hurts Re- 
ligion, but every Superſtition does not 
deſtroy it. 


Should your enemy ſcar you over 
the face, ſhould he lame one of your 
limbs, and lop off another, maimed and 
disfigured as you would be, you might 
ſtill contrive to hobble on through life. 
But if his dagger once reaches your 
heart, your death is inevitable————In 
like manner, there are Superſtitions, 
which may properly be called the maim- 
ings and disfigurings of Religion, which 
only ſpoil the beauty and excellence of it, 

And there are others, which ſtrike at its 
vitals; the very being: of it is deſtroyed 
by them. 


It ſeems, for inſtance, ſtrangely abſurg 
for a man to perſuade himſelf, that the 
fav our - 


(17) 
fayour of the ſupremely-excellent Father 
of Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſhall depend on 
our bowing in one particular way; on 
the offering of our devotions towards 
one Quarter of the heavens, rather than 
towards another. It appears to be ſtill 
a greater abſurdity to believe, that a 
Wafer, though to the touch, to the taſte, 
a Wafer ſtill, has nevertheleſs, by virtue 
of the Prieſt's words been changed into 
the real body and blood of our Bleſſed 
Saviour. But notwithſtanding, abſurd 
as theſe things are, I conceive there may 
be men, who through prepoſſeſſion — | 
br miſtaken reverence for authority — or 
incapacity——or dillike of the trou- 
ble of inquirin g may ſincerely hold 
theſe ſtrange opinions, without being al- 
together irreligious, or diſhoneſt. 


But if men are once, under the pre- 
tence of religion, ſet looſe from all the 
obligations of humanity-— if they are 
taught, chat they may neglect every duty, 

3 that 
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that they may do every wrong, that 
they may ſpend their days in contempt 
of every virtue, that adorns and bleſſes 
Social Life, and yet that, by the laying 
out of ſome few hours, of ſome few 
minutes at the time of death by the 
practice of certain auſterities——by the 
participation of one or two Sacraments— 
and the celebration of a ſcore of Maſſes — 
all this is to be cancelled if, in ſhort, 
we are made to believe, that the ſavage 
and brutal Mind, though without the leaſt 
amendment wrought in it, though Kill 
in its ſavage and brutal ſtate, can by any 
difguiſe whatſoever be rendered accep- 
table to UNCHANGEABLE TRUTH, and 
UNBLEMISHED puRITy—then is All, 
that can deſerve the name of Religion, 
totally at an end; it is the utter extir- 
pation of it. It is, in fact, the think- 
ing to pleaſe Gop by being moſt unlike 
to Gop ! the honouring Him by blaſ- 
pheming Him ! the ſerving Him by re- 
belling againſt Him! 


This, 


{ 19) 

This, my beloved brethren, is a matter 
of the neareft concernment to every one of 
you. The intereſt of your im mortal ſouls 
isatſtake. Letme thenentreat you, follow 
me with attention through the few ob- 
ſervations, which I ſhall here make to you. 


There is, I hope, ſcarcely occaſion to 
mention to you, that we conſiſt of a Soul as 
wellasofa Body - our Body, groſs, earthly, 
periſhable our Souls, ſpiritual, hea- 
venly, immortal. By means of the Ons, 


we are bleſſed with noble powers, we 
are capable of exalted perſuits. In con- 


ſequence of the Other, we have mean 
deſires and low appetite, given to us 
merely with a view to our wants and 


weakneſſes here below. | 


* 


The true end therefore of Religion 
is to improve and refine this our Spiritual 

Part; to engage us to cultivate and 
ſtrengthen the powers! Itis endowed with; 
to pond out to us far higher purſuits, 
K ts C 2 and 
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and inſpire us with far nobler defires, 
than are to be had from the enjoy- 
ments, and intereſts, and connexions of 
. this world. In a word, to exalt our 
hopes and affections, and to form us 


to the admiration and love of things 


good and excellent — and, above all, 


to conduct us to the knowledge of 
che SUPREME ORIGIN OF ALL GOOD AND | 
ALL EXCELLENCE, | the EVERLASTING 


EVER-GRACrovs FATHER OF ALL— 


to teach us to apprehend his adorable 


Perfections, his Juſtice, his Purity, his 


Mercy, his Wiſdom, his all- encompaſſ- 


. ing Power, his all- preſerving Providence, 


to inſtruct us to tranſplant into our- 


felves, as far as the infirmity of hu- 


man nature may permit, ſome diſtant 
reſemblance of thoſe his high Excellen- 


ces, which we: may be capable, hovre- 


Ver faintly, of imitating, his Holineſs, 


the Delight he taketh in making happv, 


his Love of Order and Truth. 8 
* SS But 


4 
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But caught by the alluring objects, 
with which this world preſents us, we 
ſuffer our meaner luſts to to take the lead; 


ve give ourſelves up to appetites, which, 


having been deſigned merely for tempera- 
ry purpoſes, ſhould only be uſed in ſub. 


ſerviency to the Mind, and which, 


when allowed to rule, ſink and dif; grace 


it. And thus, inſtead of conſidering that 


we are akin to Angels, we take up our 
lot with the Creatures of the earth. The 
faculties of the Soul, no longer employ- 
ed properly fall from their dignity, and 
become the miniſters of our loweſt appe- 
tites. Pride, Luſt, Cruelty, take poſ- 
ſeſſion of us; and ſoon are ye found to 
be far worſe than even the brute, that 
*periſheth „ becauſe, from our abilities of 
mind, capable of working far more ex- 


tenſive and laſting miſchiefs. 


What Power, then, ſhall reſtore again 
the mind, thus deſpoiled of every thing, 


that could haye made it great and happy! 
wa 


(22) 
What Power, indeed, but His, who firſt 
Sor * and endowed it for wad 
neſs; 


And an therefore, has the Father of 
* Mercies been graciouſly pleaſed to do 
in the glorious work of our Redem 1p» 


tion: © He ſent his own Son to repair the 
breaches, which Sin had made——He 


opened to us anew. the Dwellings of 
Joy and Peace, the way to which we 
had loſt He encourages us, He invites 
us, to return from the paths of miſery 
and of death He works upon our 
minds, He afliſts and ſtrengthens our fa- 
culties by the impreſſions of his Heavenly 
Grace———and, wonderful diſplay of 
Goodneſs? He even cheers us, when 
| deſponding and caſt down in guilt, 
with the moſt affectionate tenderneſs, 
pronouncing pardon _ unto all, though 
the greateſt finners, Who ſhall return 
unto; Him. fincerely—— how deep ſos; 
ver our guilt may have been, however 

"of ts —_ 


(623) 
many our tranſgreſſions, if with real 
abhorrence of them all, and with minds 
truly amended, we, in the name of the 
Bleſſed Redeemer, whom he has given 


to us, ſue for forgiveneſs, © moſt aſ- 


* furedly fhall all our fins be taken 
* away, faith the Oracle of Mercy, 
and every tranſgreſſion blotted out. 


But ſhould we, without any ſuch 
abhorrence of our former guilt, ſhould 


we, which hearts ſtill wedded to ſin, ex- 


pect by any arts we may practiſe, or 
interceſſions we may employ, to obtain 
favour before God, we deceiye ourſelves. 
The Prince of Heaven ſpeaks no other 
language. His Holy Apoſtles ſpeak no 
other. 


e 


Some future opportunity may offer of 
ſhewing you, how full and clear the 
Voice of Scripture. is with regard to this 
important matter, 


And 


- — 
1 
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And ſurely, except your notions of the 


Almighty are the meaneſt, and your re- 
mains of reaſon altogether clouded over, 
it cannot be, but ye muſt perceive, that 

the Vicious Mind, unrecovered from its | 
Viciouſneſs, never can have its place be- 
fore the Throne of Him, who is perfect 
in excellence - that it is impoſſible, that 
UNERRING TRUTH would pronounce the 
crooked to be ſtraight, and bitter to be 
fweet—or the EYE 1F HOLINESS AND 
wis Do have delight in beholding 7 irri- 


gularity and defilement, 


Whatever, then, other Superſtitions 
may be, ye ſee that this Superſtition 
„of our being to be ſaved without ful- 
* filling the conditions, on which ſalva - 
4 tion is promiſed through Jeſus Chriſt,” 


is of all others the moſt dangerous, be- 
cauſe it attacks the very Life and Eſſence 


of Religion, and makes void the main 
purpoſe, for which it was deſigned, name- 


ly, 


( 25 ): 
ly, to purify our minds, and to ren- 
der us virtuous and good.” 


A man, I again repeat it to you, may 
have miſtakes in his apprehenſions con- 
cerning God, his belief may have in it 
many childiſh mixtures, and he may add 
to it many obſervances inſignificant and 
abſurd, and yet he may have an honeſt 
heart and humane affections, 


But, if we ſuffer ourſelves to be per- 
ſuaded, that the Divine Forgiveneſs is to 
be obtained, not by means of amendment 
of heart and change of mind, but by cer- 
| tain bodily ſervices, by ſome fervent ſup- 
plications at the cloſe of life, by apply- 
ing to this Saint, and embracing that 
Relick, by the Abſolution, which manbe- 
ſtows—if we are inſtructed to believe, 
that there is not a wiſh, but we may 
gratify, nor pleaſure, but we may indulge 
in, provided we can procure the holy trea- 
ſures of the Church to be opened unto 

| D as 
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us nay more, if we may even be diſpenſ- 
ed from © the obligation of loving God,“ 
as ſome of your Churchmen {a} have 
blaſphemouſly taught, and yet that the 
Church ſhall bear us Harmlefs—I ſay, 
| to hold Doctrines, ſuch as theſe, is,” 
not the ſpoiling, it is the final deſtroying 
and rooting up, of all Religion. It is 
a MISTAKE, if we may be allowed to 
call it by fo ſoft a name, of ſuch a na- 
ture that all other Miſtakes are nothing 
to it. It provokes every paſſion it in- 
flames every luſt. It calls forth the whole 
Uproar of the appetites; and hardens us 
to a degree of guilt, from which 
dreadful thought! there is ſcarcely a 
en of a 


Think then, what name theſe men aides 
2 who, knowingly, for the ſake of a 
little paltry gain, or to get the larger por- 


G (a) 1 Mornz—Aux. $12MoND, 
and other Caſuiſtical Writers among the Jeſuits. 


Voyez Letters Provinciali. Let. 10. 


(-27,) 


tion of power within their wide graſp, 
thus deeply, irreparably, injure Thoſe, 
whoſe Eternal Salvation they pretend to 
be watching over. 17 


Neither i is this an injury, that affects 
them only of your unhappy Commu- 
nion it reaches to us all it 
' ſpreads its baneful influence over the 
whole land-———and bears againſt thoſe 
very laws, which were meant to be 
the bulwarks of MINE Happinels, 


For with you, Religion, a conſuls. 
rable part of whoſe excellence it is, that 
It tends to advance the beauty and enjoy- 
ments of Social Life, by teaching men 
* to live ſoberly and righteouſly, and 
« godly in this preſent world” ——this 
very Religion of your's, I fay, acts to 
the overthrow of all theſe important pur- 
poſes, by aſſuring us, that the Church 
has Reconciliations and Pardons in her 
power, which ſhe can diſpenſe to whom 

252 ſhe 


* 
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ſhe will——that it matters not, how 
we live, but rather how wedie——and ' 


that, though guilty of every outrage, and 
black with every luſt, we may neverthe- 


leſs, by the Prieſt's management, be at 


once tricked up into Children of God 


and Inheritors of his heavenly king- 


dom. 


Even in the caſe of the moſt flagiti- 


ous Offenders, of thoſe, who die by Sen- 


tence of Law, is not this very Sen- 
tence oftentimes, by means of theſe 


Practices, rendered nearly of none effect? 


The uſe of Human Laws is to re- 
ſtrain men from Ads of Violence and 
Diſhoneſty, by adding the terrors of tem- 
poral puniſhments to thoſe, which Reli- 
gion declares unto us. And particularly 
in the caſe of capital pains, the ſharpneſs 
of them is much encreaſed, and the ex- 


ample rendered infinitely more affecting, 
by the conſideration of the gloomy proſ- 
pect to the Wretch, who dies convicted 


of 


„ . 
of a crime, againſt which the Wrath of 
the Almighty ſtands expreſsly denounced. 

Now, if the Prieft is permitted to 
ep in between the Law and the Crimi- 


nal—to reſcue him, as it were, out of 


the hands of Juſtice—and to remit, of 
his own authority, the bittereſt part of 
the condemnation—does he not altoge- 
ther defeat whatever might be ſalutary 
in the puniſhment, with regard to the 
Criminal, and the wholeſome example, 
that might ariſe from it to Thoſe, who 
may ſtand in need of ſuch waraings? | 


As to the Example, the matter is evi- 
dent. Let the People be once perfuad- 
ed, that the Reconciliation of the unhap- 
py Sufferer is effectually ſecured, and his 
pardon ſealed in heaven, will not his 
death excite leſs dread? his crime leſs 
abhorrence? and will they not be apt to 
think lightly of the committal of actions, 


which, whatever may be the rigour of 


human 
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human tribunals, are ſo eaſily paſſed of 
before the tribunal of the Almighty! ? 7 b / 


Nay, FO very beſt among you, will 
ye not be induced to think favourably 
of the offender: «© whom” ye are. told 
God has forgiven?” —and when ye be- 
hold the inhuman Ruffian, the ſon of 
rapine and violence, transformed into the 
2 accepted Child of Grace '—when ye ſee 
him, in full aſſurance of Mercy, on his 


Way, not ſo much to Execution, as to 
the Abodes of the Blefſed—will Je! not 


look on the puniſhment! heis about to un- 
. dergo, 


(b) « L'idee d'um lieu de recompenſe.“ ſays the 
excellent Author of L'E/prit des Loix, e emportene- 
L ceſſairement l' idee d'un ſejour de peines; et quand 
on eſpere Pun fans craindre l'autre, les Loix 

« Civiles n'ont plus de force, Des hommes, qui 
« croyent des recompenſes ſures dans Pautre vie, 
200 echapperont au. Legiſlateur; ils auront trop de 
«© mepris pour a mort. Quel moyen de contenir par 
les Loix un homme, qui croit etre aur, que la 
plus grande peine, que les Magiſtrats lui p pourront 
.< infliger, ne finira dans un moment, _ pour 
* .commencer ſon bonheur? 

Efprit des Loix. L. 24.c. 14 


(zu) 
dergo, as a matter exceedingly infignifi-' 
cant will ye not almoſt forget the mi 
ſery he has occaſioned, and the blood he 
has ſhed ?—and your heart break out 


into ſecret wiſhes, that, as to the con- 
cerns of another life at leaſt, your 


2 latter end may be like his.“ 


In WIT to the Criminal, your Prieft 
doubtleſs will tell you, that it were the 
4 higheſt cruelty not to ſooth his afflict- 
« ed ſoul in this his hour of diſtreſs, 
cc and, beſides the Terrors of this world, 
cc to leave him to contend with'thoſe alſo 
« of a world to come,” 


But Ss are they, ſay the Holy 
Scriptures, whoſe tender mercies are 
« cruel.” And never certainly was this 
expreſſion more properly applied, than 
it may now be to thoſe undvailing expe- 
dients, with which theſe miſerable men 
are generally deluded. For, hardened as 
their minds may be, ſurely it is not im- 

poſſible 


(/ 32: ) 
poſſible to make ſome impreſſion on 


them; it ſurely is not altogether impoſ- 


ſible to enable them to ſee their guilt in 
all its black colours, and to render them 
ſenſible of the deſtruction, that is burſt- 
ing over them. 


Were the Prieſt therefore, inſtead of 


encouraging them to place their hopes 
in That, in which there is no power to 


ſave, in a ſemblance of humiliation, in 
temporary fits of zeal, in the going 
through certain forms, and the being ad- 
mitted to certain rites—were he, ho- 
neſtly ſevere, to urge to them © the 
44 terrors of the Lord to diſplay be- 
fore them the exceeding wickedneſs of 
thoſe crimes, of which they have been 
guilty—to convince them, that it is only 
by a total change of mind and affec- 
tions, that they are to hope for mercy 
through Jeſus Chriſt—that this Change, 
a Change wrought in minds, ſuch astheirs, 


ſpoiled by along courſe of vice, is a work 


\ of. 
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of utmoſt difficulty, and not to be effect- 
ed, but by a more than common portion 


of the Divine Grace— and that, in order 


to obtain this heavenly aſſiſtance, they muſt 
ſeek it carefully with tears,” with un- 
feigned fincerity of heart, and deepeſt 
abhorrence of what they have done, caſt - 
ing off every concealment, and revealing, 
without the leaſt reſerve, all their paſt 
miſdeeds, what ſchemes they were en- 
« paged in and, what confederates they 
« were joined with” —and, amidſt all 
this, were he to open to them ſome diſ- 
tant proſpect of forgiveneſs, on condition 
of this undiſguiſed repentance to tell 
them, that He, to whom their applica- 
tion is to be made, is a God, who 
© has not pleaſure in the death of the 
« wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
© his way and live”——and, with all, 
forbidding them all preſumptuous aſſur- 
ance, and even, in caſes of extraordinary 
guilt, and eſpecially, in caſes of murder, 
refuſing them peremptorily, as was the 

E practice 


1 
practice in the earlier days of Chriſti- 
anity, the Peace of the Church, and the 
participation of the Holy Sacrament, that 
| they might be the more effectually ſen- 
ſible, how great their crimes | and how 
dangerous their ſituation ! -——— 


Were the Prieſt to deal thus with 
them “it were exceedingly ſevere,” 
ye may poſſibly imagine but ſay ra- 
ther, it were the higheſt inſtance of 
% humanity.” | 


In deſperate diſeaſes, the tendereſt man 
will preſcribe violent remedies, becauſe 
nothing but violent remedies will be of 
uſe. The Profligate, in like manner, 
ſuch as they, of whom I have been ſpeak- 
ing, is not to be wrought upon, but by 
the harſheſt methods. Make * the ob- 
« taining of mercy” eaſy to him, and you 
harden him, ny 


Think 


«a 


(35) 
Think alſo, what an affecting fight an 
. Offender, thus dealt with, would pro- 
bably afford-——a melted ſuppliant, on 
his way to death ! ſtricken through by 
his tranſgreſſions! ſunk down in deepeſt 
anguiſh ! and with unceaſing tears, with 
ſharp cries perhaps, ſuing for that mercy, 
which, however in hopes of it, he is far 
from being certain of finding! 


Such a ſight would harrow with fears 


the ſoul of the boldeſt Offender. And 
tis likely, that one Execution of this ſort 
would be to the full of as much avail, 
as a ſcore of thoſe, with which the Po- 
pulace now uſually feaſt themſelves. 


But I mean not to inſiſt, at preſent, on 
the Civil Advantages, which would doubt- 
leſs reſult from this kind of method, 

What Jam now chiefly pleading for is, 
e the merciful regard due to thehapleſsCri- 
* minal.” For ſurely, in the eye of reaſon, 


much fairer is the proſpect of happi- 


E 2 | pineſs 
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pineſs to him, who dieth thus humbled 
and repentant, than to the aſſured Offen- 
der, who, buoyed up by your Prieſts, 
goes this awful journey in ſaucy triumph. 


And now, my beloved brethren, have 
I aggravated matters: — I make you 
my witneſſes Does not your own 
experience tell you, that the Practices of 
your Prieſts are what I have here ſaid? 
——and is it not beyond controverſy, 
that your Pope and his Emiſſaries em- 
ploy their utmoſt earneſtneſs in ſupport- 
ing theſe bold pretenſions, that the 
Church has the diſpenſing of Pardons,” 
« and that theſe Pardons are ratified 
* above?” The Deciſions of the Council 


of Trent prove it abundantly. 


If then if appears from the Goſpel, 
that the Prieſts are impowered from 
Heaven to pronounce the Forgiveneſs 
of God unto Sinners, if by Abſolu- 
tions, and ſuch like means, they can re- 
. concile 


(37) 
concile Offenders to the Almighty, and 


render PURE and 8POTLEsS in his fight 
the victous and DEFILED mind, at the 


very inſtant it is vicious and DEFILED ; 
then it is well. ——If not, if ye have 
the leaſt ſuſpicion, that it may be other- 
wiſe, let what is here written claim your 
ſerious notice. 


I ſhall for the preſent reſt the mat- 
ter on this iſſue ; and ſhall ſhortly take 
occaſion to ſhew yau, that I have been 
far from repreſenting the Tender of 
Mercy made to us in the Goſpel, in a 
different light from that, in which our 
Bleſſed Saviour has ſet it forth to us. 


1 am, My Dearly Beloved, 
Your truly affeftionate 


Friend and Brother. 


January 1, 
..- 1707 


